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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police, 

The Suhachar of the 23rd May says that dacoity is again becoming 
rife in Bengal. Within the last few years there 

Recrudeseence of theft and haye been dacoities at Gore, Sinti, Agarpara, 
dacoity in the county: and other places near Calcutta. At Gore and 
Aoar dra ! : 
mrs arrested the culprits in the two last-named cases, and it transpired that 
the sardar of the dacoits was employed on Rs, 36 a month at an oil-mill 
at Baranagar, while his two companions were employed as carpenters on 
sufficient salaries by a European merchant. These men, therefore, could not 
lead poverty as an excuse for their crime. It also transpired in the case 
of one Dina, who was committed to the Alipore Sessions for theft, and defended 
by Mr. Monomohan Ghosh, that he had considerable landed property, a gold 
of paddy, and agricultural cattle and implements, and yet he followed theft 
as a profession. During his trial there were numerous thefts at Bhowanipur, 
Kalighat and other places, and one of the thieves arrested said that Dina 
was their leader, and as his defence was costing much money, they had recourse 
ty theft in order to find money for him. It is therefore clear that thefts and 
dacoity are now, in many instances, committed by well-to-do persons, who 
look upon the crimes in the light of a profession. ‘The Magistrates in 
tho Diamond Harbour subdivision know of many such persons. ‘’hese men 
ordinarily live by trade and agriculture, but they loot other people’s paddy 
with the aid of dathials during the harvest season. As sufficient proof of 
their guilt is never forthcoming, they remain unpunished. Again, several 
vangs of badmashes have been formed near Calcutta, and it is rumoured 


that the police is in league with them. The writer is not prepared to belicve 


this rumour without evidence. But this much is -certain, that these Jadmashes 
havo become so daring that they openly take away jute from jute carts passing 
through the street. They, too, are well-to-do men, who help each other 
when prosecuted. ‘T'wo dacoities have, of late, been committed at Madhyam- 
vram, a place near Barasat, and though some of the culprits have been 
punished, there has been such a panic among the villagers that those of 
them who can afford to do so, are removing to Calcutta. Living being 
cheaper in the villages than in Calcutta, people are naturally anxious to make 
the villages their homes. but the fear of dacoities stands in the way of their 
doing this. Again, highway robbers have now made their appearance on 
the road from the Russa Math to South Diamond Harbour. ‘These things 
have, in the opinion of the writer, made the appointment of an officer like 
the Thuggee Commissioner desirable. It is hoped that Government will 
consider the proposal and prevent the villages from being denuded of their 
respectable and well-to-do residents. 
2 The Samay of the 25th May says that on the application of the 
: | ra, of Elhott Road, Calcutta, the Hon’ble 
Prasat 5 a Mr. Lambort has ordered _the removal of all prosti- 
| tutes from that road. Now, there are prostitutes’ 
‘uarters in other parts of the town inhabited by respéctable.people, and in the 
vicinity of schools, colleges, &c., and these should be removed. ‘There is, for 
stance, a prostitutes’ quarter near the Oriental Seminary which should be 
at once removed. 
3.. The Sulabh Dainik of the 3lst May says that on the night of the 
ee a 12th April last, a thanadar at Hardwar committed 
duagdee of tas ee dear pallas. 4 gross™ oppression on a number of pilgrims, and 
afterwards turned them out of the place. There 
Was absolutely no ground for his acting in the way he did. The matter 
was brought to the notice of the Magistrate, but the result has not been 
yet known. It is desirable that the Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 
Western Provinces should inquire into the matter. 


_ (b)—Working of the Courts. 


4. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 23rd May, continuing its remarks on 
the subject of the reform of the Honorary Bench, 


The H > : ) 
e Honorary Bench. writes as follows:—Government should be always 


dacoities were committed in front of the police outposts. The 
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careful to select only fit persons to try cases singly in the capacity of Honor 
Magistrates. The men selected for the purpose must be good English acholay 
and should possess a knowledge of the Penal Code, the Criminal Procedyy, 
Code, and the Evidence Act. As matters now stand, the appointments to single 
Honorary Benches are not made with care, and the result is a failure of justice 
in many cascs. The Government order relating to the taking of loans and th. 
contracting of debts by its officers should also be made applicable to Honorary 
Magistrates. All tho members of the native press ought to agitate for th 
reform of the Honorary Benches of Magistrates. 


5. Tho Bharat Mitra of the 24th May says that the head clerk to the 
Sessions Judge of Benares having failed to romptly 
carry out a certain order of the Judge, tho latter 


The Sessions Judge of Benares. 


offered him bodily violence. 


6. Referring to the case from Assam in which the Chief Justice refused 

to admit an appeal on the ground that the greato; 
portion of the term of three weeks’ imprisonment 
inflicted on the accused had expired, the Sanjivani of the 26th May says that if 
the precedent thus created by the Chief Justice's decision is followed by the 
judiciary throughout the province, oppression will enormous!y increase, and a 
Magistrate will be at perfect liberty to punish any innocent man he may like. 
Suppose a Subdivisional Magistrate unjustly punishes a man witha week's 
imprisonment, it will take some two or three days for the unfortunate man to 
appeal to the Magistrate or the Judge in the district head-quarters, but such 
Magistrate or Judge will henceforward have power, on the strength of the above 


precedent, to reject the appeal simply on the ground that the term of imprison- 
ment has almost come to an end. 


7. The same paper has the following :— | 
It has becomea daily occurrence in India for 
Punishment of European offend. 


on tes Cad, natives to be insulted and killed by Luropeans, and 


what makes the matter worse is that a fair trial of 
the culprits in such cases is seldom held. 


Lately a woman with a load of grass on her head was passing before the 
house of a European in the Madras town, when some dogs came out of the house 


A decision of the Chief Justice. 


- and pursued her. She turned round and abused the animals. But this proved 


too much for their owner, who came out and beat the woman so severely that 
she remained unconscious for an hour, and had to be treated for two months in 
a hospital before she could completely recover. The Chief Presidency Magis- 
trate of Madras tried the case, and let off the accused with only a fine of fifteen 
rupees. Would the Magistrate have awarded the same punishment toa native 
guilty of similarly beating a European woman? Certainly not; he would not 
in such a case have been satisfied with inflicting a punishment of even fifteen 
months’ rigorous imprisoment. Magistrates of this class are a disgrace to the 
judicial administration, and ought to be removed as soon as possible. 

Another horrible case is reported from Ajmere, where a carriage driver 
has been beaten to death by the telegraph master of the place for having come 
to him to ask for his fare. It is said that the police have learnt on enquiry that 
the man was liable to epileptic fits. The authorities are, however, making 
further enquiries into the matter. But there is little necessity for such enquuy; 
considering that the culprit will not receive a heavier punishment than a fine 
of fifteen or twenty rupees, if the crime is proved against him. 


(d)—LEducation. 


8. Al Punch of the 17th May says that the Persian teacher in the Patos 


est : Collegiate School threatens to have boys of his class 
The Persi eache . : ° 
Paes Collewiane eect. io ede by the Jadmashes after school hours, if they 


: : make noise. The teacher. loses his temper at the 
slightest noise made by the boys. | 
9. The same paper says that the Gurus of the pathsalas in Bihar are 


inl in their 
Pathsala furniture in Bihar. complaining of want of chairs and benches mt 
-pathsalas. 
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(e}—Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminsstration. 


10. The Charumihir (a new paper) of the 29th May says that letters to the — Cuanvurair, 
water-supply by District editor are pouring in from the mufassal opposing May 29th 1894. 
Boards. the Sanitary Drainage Bill, and urging that the : 
supply of pure drinking water 1s @ more pressing necessity in the mufassal just 
now than tho construction of an pe ob drainage system. Most of the 
District Boards have indeed been culpably nogligent of their duty of water- 
supply. The following table compares the respective incomes of the four 
}istrict Boards in the Dacca Division with the expenditures incurred by them 
during the last year on account of water-supply :— 


Expenditure on 
account of water- 


the year supply durin 
1892-93. PrA9.94. 8 
| Rs. Rs. 
Mymensingh ae ay 2,43,493 520 
Backergunge ive ‘i 1,50,229 10,000 
Dacca oes ve e 1,28,994 ol4t 
Faridpur_... ve ins 90,413 6,264 


11. A correspondent of the same paper says that pound-keepers in the = Caarummur. 
Pound-keepers in the Tangtil Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh district bribe _ 
cubdivision of the Mymensicgh men with the object of inducing them to steal other 
district. people’s cattle and bring them to the pound. They 


exact higher fees than have been prescribed from the owners of cattle, and starve 
the cattle in the pound. 


12. A correspondent of the same paper complains of water scarcity and of — Caarvarn. 
Wait nis ad Gehl el the want of good roads in Ghatail in the a groan 
roads im Ghatail in the Mymen- singh district, and says that the masonry well and 
singh district. the road from Ghatail to Panchtikri which were 
proposed by Mr. Phillips two years ago when Magistrate of the district, and 


which obtained the sanction of the District Board, have not yet been con- 
structed. | 
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(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and trrigation, 


13. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 22nd May says that the first morning Brrowan Sanstvami, 
The first morning train from train from Howrah, a Ary | used to reach Burdwan at May 22nd, 1894. 

Howrah. 10 aA.M., now reaches that station an hour later. 

This change in the time of running the train is causing considerable’ inconveni- 

ence to those who have to attend the Burdwan Courts’ on business. As the 

change has benefited none, the authorities will, it is hoped, revert to the old 


practice. 
(h)—General, — 
14. The Sunjivani of the 19th May writes as follows :— en uatesee. 
— It makes one tremble to think of the disas- May 19th, 1894. 
he riot despatch. : 


si trous consequences which the cow-killing quarrels 
will bring upon India. The animosities between the two peonies have not yet 


Pa an aggravated form, but there are evident signs that they will shortly 
0 $0. 

The display of enmity between the two principal classes inhabiting the 
country has el the Government, and the Secretary of State enquired of 
the Government of India the reasons for the late riots. In its reply the latter 
has traced the causes of the quarrels, but has suid nothing about any measures 
Which may be adopted to check them. 

Some people had accused Government of intentionally provoking these 
‘uarrels as an easy means of keeping the people in subjection. Government has 
net this charge by saying that such quarrels are not new in India, but have 
‘appened several times before and after the establishment of British rule. And 

le following three reasons have been assigned for the frequency of riots in 
recent years :— 

Firstly—The greater frequency of communication and the inter-change 


of news by post and telegraph between different parts of the country; freedom 7 
of speech and of the press. 
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Secondly.—The educational and political progress of the Hindus, in con- 
sequence of which wi have monopolised the emoluments of the public SCTVice 
and of all learned professions, thus exciting the ot of the Musalmans, 

Thirdly.-The Hindu revival movement, which has led to the: establish. 
ment of cow-protection societies, and to greater veneration being shown to the 
cow. 

- But is Government prepared to remove any of these causes? It canno 
abolish the postal and telegraphic systems, nor can it abolish the newspaper 
press, or put a stop to public meetings. It cannot prevent the Musalmans fron, 
slaughtering coWs as a means of exhibiting their jealousy against the Hindus, 
There now remains only one other cause to be considered, namely, the cow. 
protection movement. But does Government mean to close the cow-protection 
societies? ‘There are among the leaders of this movement a few who ar 
certainly very violently disposed, and who are doing much mischief to the 
country. Lut these men will be forced to sever their connection with the 
movement, if Government sympathises with its main object. 

I'reedom springs into existence wherever the British flag waves, and within 
the British dominion everybody wants to assert his own privileges. The 
Musalmans have been for a long time prevented by the Hindus from slaughter. 
ing kine. Under the British rule they want to shake off this disability, and 
to slaughter kine everywhere at their will. It is true the sacrifice of the cow 
is not enjoined in the Koran; but in India the cow has been long used for 
sacrificial purposes by the Musalmans, and custom is held in greater veneration 
both by the Hindus and Musalmans than even the: tenets of their respective 
religions. The Musalman will not therefore consent to stop cow-slaughter for 
sacrificial purposes. 

It will be impossible for the two peoples to live in the same country unless 
good feeling is established between them. Government should therefore do its 
best to keep in check those people who are acting as the worst enemies of the 
country by creating jealousy and ill-feeling between the two classes. And let 
the authorities also compel the Musalmans to slaughter cows only in places 
removed from the sight of the Hindus. There are no other means of stopping 
these quarrels 

lo. The Suhachar of the 23rd May has the following :— 

Though there is a silver currency in Chin 
Persia, Russia, France and the French and Dutch 
dependencies in the East, nowhere has it given rise to so much trouble as in India. 
The other day:the Government of India fixed the price of the rupee at 1s. 2/, 
but the goddess who presides over India’s fate reduced that price to 1s, The 
reduction has been all the more inexplicable because it has not been preceded 
by an importation of silver from abroad. The writer fears that it was the work 
of the capitalists in London, who seem to have entered into a league amon 
themselves with the object of keeping down the price of silver. The Secretary 
of State must sell Council bills every weck, and a league among the bankers 0! 
Lombard Street can dictate the price for those bills. With the object of fright- 
ening the bankers into giving a more favourable price for his bills, Lor 
Kimberley obtained the permission of Parliament to make a loan of ten crores of 
rupees, But the bankers knew that matters could not be kept straight by means 
of a loan for any length of time, and they kept themselves firm and no loan w* 
tuken. There is, it is true, no evidence to show that the bankers have formed 
a learue among themselves, but appearances favour the supposition. Moreover, 
these European capitalists may all be church-going people, but their conduct ™ 
Egypt has not been quite commendable, and there is absolutely no reason why they 
should not suck India dry like Egypt. Now that the price of the rupee hasfallense 
low, it behoves Government to compel its officers to take their salaries, pension 
&C., In rupees instead of in pounds. It is very unnatural that they ghoul 
serve In one country, but be paid for their service in the currency of another 
country. So long as the price of a pound was Rs. 9 to 94, the East India 
Company made a profit by paying the salaries, &¢., of its officers in poun 
And if the Company had been in existence now, it would have compelled all its 
mmployés to take pay, pension, &e., in rupees, and pooh poohed the idea of 8 
compensation allowance. It would have silenced those who say that without 
such an allowance no good men can be induced to serve in India, by pointine 


The exchange question. 
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+ that the highest post in the English Civil Service carries a salary of only 
ry 600 annually, and that scores of applications have been received for 1x posts 
“ Assistant Superintendent of Police in India carrying a salary of only Rs. 250 
; h, The Company would have plainly said to everybody, ‘ ‘I'he price of the 
a oo has not fallen in India, we are not bound to go outside India, and we will 
fe ay our salaries in pounds.’ The Company would also have paid up the 
mid loan in two or three instalments, and the question 1s, Why does not the 
(iovernment of Her Majesty think of doing the same thing? ‘I'he reason 1s not 
far to seek. The Company was a body of merchants, and self-interest compelled 
‘hem to administer their affairs economically. Moreover, they were ijardars 
who feared to dissatisfy the people by their acts, lest by 80 doing they should 
torfeit their right to a renewal of their charter. But the Ministry of Her 
Majesty's Government have no such fear, and they have hitherto shown more 
savour to English merchants than to the people of India, because they know 
that they have nothing to gain or lose by so doing. Itis for this reason that 
there are people in India who still dearly cherish the memory of the East India 
Company and say that officials, now-a-days, have no sympathy with their 
countrymen. England has not yet learnt to do justice to her dependencies in 
monetary matters, but India is now on the brink of bankruptcy, and it has 
become absolutely necessary to do something to put a stop to the loss from 
exchange. And it is for this reason that the people are praying for a Royal 
Commission. : 

16. The same paper says that the country has not gained anything by 

Kumar Gopendra Krishna, Baha- the provisonal appointment of Kumar Gopendra 
dur's appointment to the postof Krishna to the post of Inspector-General of Regis- 
Inspector-General of Registration. tration. A European will act as Assistant Magis- 
trate in Pabna in place of the Kumar, and this means the withdrawal of a native 
from the rank of Masictrates. 


17. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 24th May says that the 


: Musalmans of Ajmere are dissatisfied at the 
Apomainees Pe pee be oe appointment of a Hindu to the managership of the 
managersnip oreaemee 2 Maazax of Khoja Muhyuddin Chisht. The Mazar is 
frequented by Musalmans who visit it for religious purposes. A Hindu can 
know nothing of the Muhammadan religion and therefore cannot make proper 
arrangements for meeting the wants of the Musalman pilgrims. 
Government should direct its attention to the present condition of the 
Ajmere State. é 
18, ‘he same paper thanks Lord Elgin for his wise decision to save 


ak es hc twenty lakhs of rupees annually by abolishing the 
ania. ~ special train system. This act of His Excellenc 

| | assures the natives of India that he will rid India 
ofall extravagant expenditure. It is their fervent hope that His Excellency 
will be able to relieve the country of the heavy burden of the income-tax 
and other unnecessary imposts which are fast impoverishing it. 

lJ. ‘The Samay of the 25th May has the following on the riot despatch :— 


ere ry ae - The Government of India has assigned three 

causes for the recent cow-slaughter riots, namely, 
Ss, increased jealousy between the two peoples, and a 
It is owing to the first cause that the news of a riot in one 
st and brings on rivts in other places; and exaggerated accounts 
us ances appearing in the native Pre-s tend to bring about the same 
"he native Press is also responsible for fostering jealousies between 
he peoples. Now, there is absolutely no foundation for the first charge 
wainst the native Press, and as regards the second, it is true only of one or two 
Papers conducted by ill-educated Musalmans. As regards the second cause, there 
s absolutely no jealousy between the educated members of the two communities, 
ane the riots are the work of ignorant and uneducated people. Moreover, as 
overnment is appointing educated Musalmans to high posts under it, why should 


they be jealous of their Hindu fellow-subjects? As regards the third cause, the 


(’ . ° . ° ; 
"hection between a Hindu revival and ‘cow- 
lear, 


lacility of communication 
Hindu revival, | 
place travels fa 
of such disturb 


result. 
the two 


Again, the Hindu revival movement is entirely distinct from the cow- 

rotee , : ; ; 

| : Otection movement, and there is no justification for Government’s regarding 
’ two as identical or connected movements. ‘There is also no truth whatever 


slaughter riots is not at all. 


SAHACHAR, 
May 23rd, 1894. 


DARUSSALTANAT 
AND URDU GUIDE, 


May 24th, 1894. 


DARUSSALTANAT AND 
UrRbpU GUIDE. 
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in the statement made in the despatch that the Hindus were agereggo), ‘ 
the majority of instances, nur has Government adduced any evidence in support 
of it. ‘The despatch is in every particular characteristic of Lord Lansdown 
He showed as much indifference in ascertaining the causes of the riots as be 
putting them down. wee 
20. The same paper hopes that now that Lord Elgin is the Viceroy of 
| India, the prayer of the Hindu inhabitants ¢ 
a Sa Bareilly that cow-slaughter may be prohibited within 
that town, will be granted. On the occasion of the last year’s /d celebration 
young and inexperienced civilians permitted cow-slaughter at Hilsa and other 
places in the face of the badshahi punjas, prohibiting the same within their limits, 
but it is likely that irregularity of that kind will not be permitted this year, _ 
21. The Sanjvani of the 26th May contains the following observations 
eis Goeieniaas reidetin cg (00 WO. Benge Government’s Resolution on the 
the Chemical Examiner's Report Chemical Examiner's report for 1893 :— 
for 1593. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor’s remark that the 
despatching officers should exercise more care and judgment in sending human 
viscera in suspected cases of death, for examination to the Chemical Examiner. 
will have the effect of preventing those officers from sending such viscera for 
examination in many cases, and many culprits will then go unpunished. 
According to the Chemical Examiner's report, the poison used in one-fourth 
of the total number of poisoning cases last year was opium; and yet Gover- 
ment will not desist from making a revenue by the indiscriminate sale of 
opium. | 
: The poison used in 80 per cent, of the cattle poisoning cases was arsenic. 
Government can easily prohibit the sale of this and similar poisons, but it will 
not do so, lest its prohibition of the sale of arsenic, acconite, &c., should involve 
it in a necessity to prohibit the free sale of opium too. 
22. The Sdraswat Patra of the 26th May says that, if the causes assigned 
ED Pa by Government be the true causes of the cow- 
ot despatch. 


killing riots, then it will require a revolution to 
remove those causes, for even railways and telegraphs will have to be abolished. 


23. The Sainik-o Samachar Chandrika of the 27th May says that the 
Wike sit daeeatek. explanation which the Government of India has 


submitted in reply to the Secretary of States 
enquiry about the frequency of the cow-killing riots is not at all satisfactory. 


Mr. Reynolds, late of the Bengal Civil Service, is not at all satisfied with the 
despatch, which he has denounced as a one-sided document. 


Government has avoided giving a direct answer to the Secretary of States 


question by throwing the entire blame of the riots on the cow protection societies. 


It means to say that cow-slaughter riots have become frequent on account of the 
establishment of these societies. 

That the cow protection societies are not’ the real cause of the quarrels 1s 
clear from the fact that the Central Provinces, which are the head-quarters of 
these societics, have been eminently free from cow-killing riots and quarrels. 
Vhe other reason assigned by Government, namely, that the higher status 
occupied by the Hindus in the services and in the professions, has awakened 
Muhammadan jealousy, is equally fallacious. Mr. Reynolds has very justly 
asked why, when the Ilindus have long been ahead of the Musalmans in the 
mafter of education, employment in the public service, and success in the 
professions, has their better status excited the jealousy of the Musalmans now: 
And the fallacy of this view of the Government becomes clearer when it 18 
remembered that 1t is the Musalmans who are now-a-days more favoured by 
the authorities than the Hindus. | 

Mr. Reynolds and the people of this country see that it is the undue favour 
which is shown by the authorities to the Musalmans which has made that 
community so insolent. And some people even go so far as to say that it 18 
the object of the authorities to keep the two pcoples separate by creating 
hetween them feelings of jealousy and rivalry, and that it is for this rease® 
that the authorities show undue favour to the Musilmans, and incite them ‘ 
slaughter cows more largely, as calculated to wound Hindu feeling 


Pie nen who advance this theory of the cow-slaughter quarrels have been 
abused without measure by the Viceroy and the governors under him. But ne 


|. om J 


one has been up to this time able to meet a single argument put forward by the 
supporters of this theory. 

The railways, the telegraph, and the newspaper press have been hold 
responsible for those quarrels, But Mr. Reynolds has shown on evidence 
drawn from history that instead of engendering ill-feeling, railways promote 
good feeling between those inhabiting different parts of a country _by 
bringing them oftener together, As for the telegraph, it would be sufficient 
to point out that though it did not exist before the sepoy mutiny, the news 
of the outbreak at Barrackpore spread like wildfire through the country. 
The connection of the newspapers with the riots is not also quite clear. 
The newspapers discussed the riots after their occurrence, and not before. 
And, so far as the writer is aware, not a single newspaper excited by its writings 
either the Hindu community or the Muhammadan. And not even the one or 
two Anglo-Indian me which wrote in favour of the Musalmans and blamed 
the Hindus, published their articles before the occurrence of the riots. _ 

The fact is that the quarrels were brought about solely by the indiscretion 
of the authorities in showing of late years greater favour to the Musalmans than 
to the Hindus. This has made the Musalmans insolent, though the Hindus 
‘have never expressed displeasure at this display of partiality on the part of 
Government. And the thoughtless conduct of officers like those of Ballia, 
Azamgurh, and Barcilly added fuel to the fire, and made the troubles assume 
gigantic proportions. The despatch is not a document that can be accepted as 
reliable, because it has suppressed the truth in order to exonerate the district 
officers. 

24. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 28th May says that the 

Precautions in view of the Bugr- Government of the North-Western Provinces has, 
id festival. = no doubt, acted rightly by taking precautions 
avainst the breaking out of quarrels during the ensuing Bugr-id festival, but it 
should take care not to place the charge of any district in the hands of a Yr. 
and inexperienced Civilian, because it was such officers who threw the Hindus 
into an excitement last year by showing undue indulgence towards the Musal- 
mans. 

25. The Charumihir of the 29th May cannot understand under what law 

The Sub-Registrar of Mymen- Babu Ramchandra Ghosh, the new Sub-Registrar 
singh, of Mvmensingh, refuses to exempt from the opera- 
tion of the Stamp Act kabuliyats executed by raiyats in which any mention is 
made of their homesteads. The B and C clauses of article 13 of the second 
schedule attached to the Stamp Act exempt all kabuliyats executed by culti- 
vating raiyats from being stamped. The Tenancy Act, and a decision of the 
Allahabad High Court, also expressly state that the homestead of a raiyat should 
be included in and be held as a part of his holding. ‘The Sub-Registrar has issued 
a circular requiring all registrars undcr him to follow his interpretation of the 
rl It is to be hoped that he will now see his mistake and withdraw the 
circular, 

26. The Charumihir of the 29th May has the following : — 

In his despatch on the cow-slaughter riots, Lord 
Lansdowne has referred to the Hindu revival move- 
ment as the principal cause of those disturbances. But the progress of any 
Indian religion ought not to alarm or dissatisfy the English Government. 
English statesmen in the past did not see in the spread and progress of an 
religious movement any cause for the overthrow of British supremacy in this 
country. And religious neutrality has become a fundamental principle of British 
administration. ‘I'his fact, however, was overlooked by the late Viceroy, whose 
object in this despatch was only to attack the Gorakshani Sabhas. Calculated 
as they are to awaken religious animosity, Lord Lansdowne’s observations on 
the subject of the late riots will probably have the effect of destroying all 
possibility of good feeling being ever established or re-established’ between 
Hindus and Musalmans. 

The Gorakshani Sabhas do not call themselves purely and exclusively Hindu 
Associations. It is a Musalman gentleman who 3 written the best book on 
the preservation of the cow, and not a few educated Musalmans s pathize 
with the object which the sabhas are intended to promote, namely, the exposi- 
tion of the fundamental principles of political economy. It is not difficult 
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to ascertain the causes of our increasing physical and mental degeneracy, Wp, 
are able to understand the meaning of statistics, a subject to which Englishmen 
attach so much importance. The productive power of the soil is the source 
of all wealth, wd in this poor country the preservation of the bovine race hag 
much to do with its fertility. The Gorakshani Sabhas do not preach that cow. 
slaughter is essentially a sinful act and whoever practises 1t must, as a matter 
of course, go to hell. The sabhas have no quarrel with the doctrines of the 
Musalman religion, and the arguments put forward by the Musalman writer on 
the subject of the preservation of the cow are such as his co-religionists can safely 


approve, It is true the sabhas have succeeded in making people show greater 


respect to the cow, but it has not encouraged, nor can it ever encourage, any- 
body to persecute his neighbours for holding other and different views on the 
subject of cow-slaughter. It is only a fool that can do acts which will injure 
his own interests. ‘The sabhas are not fools’ sabhas. What these Associations 
aim at is to promote the welfare of both Hindu and Musalman by the united 
efforts of both. It isa noble and not a mean and ignoble object which the 
sabhas have in view. 

The preachers of these sabhas appeal only to those who are able to 
reconcile the claims of political economy with the demands of religion, Social 
revolution-is not an item in the programme of work which the sabhas propose 
to accomplish, and social disorder and disintegration will only obliterate the 
rule of political economy which the sabhas have adopted as their guiding 
principle. The Indian Musalman who has long lived with the Hindu in this 
country does not wish to wound Hindu feeling, though it 1s a fact that the 
fire of religious animosity once kindled, cannot be easily put down. It does 
not behove the enlightened English Government to add fuel to that fire. The 
English fear the Musalmans more than they fear the Hindus, for the former 

ossess the spirit of nationality in a larger measure than the latter. The Hindu 
fs received more education than the Musalman and is naturally peaceful and 
inoffensive. And the Hindu can therefore be condemned or abused with 
impunity, : 

27. The Sulabhk Dainik of the 30th May says that Sir Charles Crosthwaite 
has acted very wisely in taking precautions against 
the recurrence of cow-killing quarrels on the occa- 
ae | sion of the next Bugrid. His Honour has shown 
vreat far-sightedness in the rules which he has framed for observance within 
municipalities. ‘The only defects in these rules are that they allow the 
Musalmans perfect liberty to slaughter cows for sacrificial purposes, and contain 


nothing whereby butchers may be prevented from ill-treating cows when taking 
them to the slaughter-houses. 


Sir Charles (rosthwaite’s pre- 
cautions. 


IIT.— LEcIsiatIve. 


28. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 22nd May has the following on the 
subject of the Sanitary Drainage Bill:— 


The Sanitary Drainage Bill. ; 
The writer does not admit that the absence of 


a good system of drainage is the cause of malaria, or that the villages are 10 


want of such a system of drainage. Asa rule, the soil in the rural tracts 1s not 
water-logged, but dry, and the river water finds its way into the fields at a long 
distance from the villages, and is utilised for agricultural purposes. The 
excavation of drains will have the effect of depriving the fields of this water- 
supply, and the cause of agriculture will, therefore, suffer. ‘hat malaria has 
nothing to do with drainage, good or bad, is proved by the fact that there are 
parts of the country which have absolutely no drains, and yet do not suffer 
from malaria, while there are places which have good drains, and yet sufier 
from the disease. Moreover, according to Drs. Lethbridge, Lyons and Sanders, 
insufficient food, due to poverty or other causes, is the cause of malaria. ‘This 
being the case, Government should abandon its Drainage Bill, and try if it can 
to amehorate the condition of its people in some other way. ‘The people are 
already over-burdened with taxation, and starve or live on one meal a day. 
To add to their burdens, by requiring them to pay a drainage cess, will therefore 
Increase their poverty still more, and their consequent liability to be attacke 

with malaria, Scarcity of water is the crying want of the mufassal during the 
hot months when a large number of villages are obliged to drink foul water. 
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Government should first of all address itself to the task of removing this want 
of the people, and aid the efforts of the District Boards in this direction. 
99, The Sahachar of the 28rdj{May again requests the Lieutenant-Govern- 
or to drop the Sanitary Drainage Bill. It often 
happens that Government proposes a measure with 
the object of doing good to the people, but the latter come to regard it with 
doubt and protest against it. But their protests remain unheeded, and Govern- 
ment, persisting in its 2id, passes the measure into law. But a law passed in this 
fashion, contrary to the wishes of the people, becomes a source of harm to them. 
This has happened in the case of the Bihar Cadastral Survey, and this will also 
happen in the case of the proposed drainage measure. It is truc that the 
Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee and some other persons approved of the 
Lieutenant: Governor’s proposals on the subject, but these men do not know the 
conditions of the mufassal, and never passed a day in the house of an agricul- 
turist. Moreover, kings and rulers possessa fascinating power which even 
Mr. Labouchere has had to admit, and it is probable that those who gave their 
consent to the Lieutenant-Governor’s proposals, at the Belvedere Conference, 
made themselves the victims of this fascination. Be that as it may, the country 
cannot be bound by the opinion of these men. Bengal has a natural system of 


The Sanitary Drainage Bill. 


drainage, and stands in no need of artificial aid in this respect. The water of 


the village finds its way into the deel, and from the deel into theriver. But in 
some places the silting up of rivers and the construction of roads and railways 
have caused obstruction to this system of drainage, and Government ought to 
- spend money from the Provincial Treasury for its removal. But as Government 
is unwilling to admit its duty in this respect, itis anxious to throw the task on 
the villagers, whose poverty mgr | incapacitates them from taking it in hand. 
The condition of the villages is deplorable in the extreme, and Government 
should give up its estimate of their pecuniary capacity. | 
30. The Sanjivani of the 26th May says that the coffee planters of 
5 ate ne tes ann Madras are anxious to get a law like the one which 
applies to Assam labourers, and under which coolies 
are reduced to the condition of slaves, and that for this purpose they lately 
iiterviewed the Governor of Madras, and were asked by him to draw up 
a drait Bill. Slavery is thus going to be extended to all India. And is this 
hemg done because a very large number of officials are connected with the tea 
and coffee industries? In Africa, the English are anxious to abolish the slave 


trade; in India, they are anxious to establish it. How long will morality 
continue to be sacrified to selfishness ? 


IV.—NATIVE StTaTESs. 


31. The Darussaltunat and Urdu Guide of the 24th May says that when 


|. the Berars were ceded to the British Government 
Provinees Gane nt the Central the left bank of the Godavari was fixed as the 
boundary of the Nizam’s territories. The islet 
therefore which has been formed in the bed of the Godavari should belong 
tothe Nizam. But the Government of the Central Provinces is claiming it. 
| R is to be hoped that the Government of India will do at least bare justice 
in the matter. 


32. The JIublal Matcen of the 29th May says that the present ruler of 
The Nawab of Bhavwalpore. the Bhawalpore State has not, since his marriage 


with an English wife, attended his darbar regularly, 
ind has been wasting most of his time in pleasure and merriment 


V.—Pis.O8PECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


33. A correspondent of the Sudhakar of the 25th a | says that cattle- 


Cattle plazue and scarcity in plague . making havoc in the ibsagar district in 

4 Sia Reacts Meee Assam. Cattle are dying in such large numbers 
that the people find it too much to bear the stench 

proceeding from the putrifying carcasses. — : 

_ _ addy and rice are selling at very high prices in the Sibsagar district and 

it Dibrugurh, and matters in this respect will grow worse if Go 


on eng ene vernment under- 
‘akes the Abor expedition in the beginning of winter. | 
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34. The Dacca Gazette of the 28th May says that though the distress in 
the Faridpur and Barisal districts have attracted 
the notice of the authorities, no heed has yet beer, 
paid to the state of things in the Dacca, Tippera 
and Sylhet districts, which fare no better than the other places. Thy 
people of Maheswardai and the adjoining villages are living on one meal a day, 
Ihe people of Sonargaon and of about fifty villages between Dhamgarh and 
Merapara and Kachpur and Langalband-Panchamighat are in a worse plight, 


Distress in the Dacca, Tippera, 
and Sylhet districts. 


V I.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


35. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 22nd May has the following :— 
Though Ragtibneen have been ruling this 
country fur a long time, they are still far from 
being on friendly terms with the natives. They 
hate the Bengalis, and the Bengalis reciprocate the [celing by treating them 
with scant respect. On railways, Englishmen show the greatest reluctance in 
occupying the same compaitiment with Bengali gontlemen; and, speaking, gene. 
rally, the appointment of any of the latter to high posts under Government 
causes heart-burning among Englishmen. ‘This feeling of jealousy and hatred 
between the two peoples will, according to the Statesm in newspaper, exist so 
long as they cannot freely partake of each other’s hospitality. This view 
receives some countenance from the fact that whenever there is a daludali ina 
village, all social relations between the contending parties come to an end, 
whilst the restoration of good understanding between them is always marked 
by a feast. There is, however, no chance of the Hindus ever setting aside 
their caste scruples and freely eating and drinking with Englishmen. Nothing 
will shake or destroy their belief that the touch of a Yavana is defilement to 
them, and that association with a Yavana is fatal to their spiritual interests, 
But is it, after all, true thatall ili feeling between the two peoples will disappear 
if they only eat and drink together? If so, how is it that England-returned 
Hindus, who have adopted English ways and manners, and who do not scruple 
to dine with Englishmen, have not succeeded in securing Englishmen’s love and 
friendship? The fact is, that friendship can exist only between equals, and as 
Englishmen look upon themselves as conquerors and in all respects as the superior 
of their Bengali subjects, whom they also despise for their physical weakness, 
there can possibly be no friendship between the two peoples. Englishmen may 
be kind to the Bengalis, may even take pity on them, but they will never regard 
them as their equals, and so treat them as their friends. The Bengalis, on 
their part, admit their inferiority to Englishmen and do not therefore dare to 
aspire after their friendship, which they regard as much too high a thing 
for them. | : 
86. The Sahachar of the 23rd May refers to the Pioneer newspapers 
ee ___ strictures on the Relief Assvciation’s cow-slaughter 
PO Baggs on the cow-killling nemorial, and remarks as follows :—The Hindus 
do not, as the Pioneer says, want to put a stop to 
cow-slaughter. They only want that cows should not be slaughtered in places 
where they were never slaughtered before. Government admits the propriety of 
the rules on the subject of cow-slaughter, which were made by the Padishas, 
and where is the harm if it is only asked to give effect to these rules? Many 
Anglo-Indians now say that they are no longer treated by the natives with the 
respect which they used to show to their predecessors; but they forget that 
they have themselves lost the traits in their character which made their prede- 
cessurs respected by the natives. 
37. A correspondent of the Bharat Mitra of the 24th May says thata 
aes See cultivator of Shahabad while ploughing his lan 
eatment of cows hy Mlecheh- 


How Englishmen and natives 
regard each other. 


~ has. was visited by the god Mahadeva at midday, who 


| frightened him by saying that India would be 
very severely punished for allowing the Mlechchhas to ill-treat her cows. | 
8S. Referring to Mr. Baines’ report on the material and moral condition of 
Mr. Baines on the material and India, the Banganieass of the 2oth May on fs 
morn) ivadition of dia the frequent occurrence of scarcity mn recent: tim 
ra is due to the excessively large exports of 
erains, und the people's want of money is due to excessive taxation and other 
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oquses. In many places, want of cultivable land is also felt. In the absence of 
reliable figures, Mr. Baines has been unable to say how much cultivable land in 
the Lower Provinces lies uncultivated. And though this is a most important fact 
to ascertain, the zamindars and their supporters are vehemently opposing a cadas- 
tral survey. Mr. Baines makes an incorrect statement when he says that tho 


eople of this country are unwilling to emigrate from one province to another for 


agricultural purposes. People my be unwilling to emigrate to another province 
‘n order to serve as coolies, or to ound a cooly colony, but they are not unwill- 
ing to emigrate from 4 oblgge where cultivable land is not available to one 
where there is an abundance of such land, and where facilities and inducements 
are offered them to settle as cultivators and not as coolies. If land is offered at 
advantageous ratcs, and money advances are made for the purchase of cattle 
and seed grains, not only people of the cultivating class, but educated men, too. may 
consider it better to leave their homes and settle elsewhere as cultivators than danee 
attendance at courts and offices for the sake of appointments. Government has not, 
upto this time, made any attempt to establish cvlonies on this principle. When- 
ever it has taken upon itself to establish a colony, it has worked on the plan 
of establishing a cooly colony. Considering the rate at which the keenness of 
the struggle for existence is increasing, Government cannot long remain 
indifferent in the matter. The establishment of colonies on the plan indicated 


will solve a very intricate question in connection with the administration of 
India, namely, the question of averting famine. 


39. Tho Sulabh Duinik of the 25th May observes as follows :— 


7 The Indian Relief Society’s memorial to the 
The Pioneer on the cow-slaughter Viceroy on the subject of cow-slaughter in Bareilly 
question in Bareilly. 


has greatly annoyed the Pioneer, who wants to make 
it out that the Hindus are trying not only to revive an old custom, but to get 


a new rule passed prohibiting cow-slaughter, throughout the district of Bareill 

Now, cow-slaughter was prohibited within the town of Bareilly, and there 
were threo slaughter-houses outside the town for the use of the Musalmans. 
About two years ago, some Musalmans asked the permission of the Magistrate 
and the Commissioner to slaughter cows within the town. This request was 
of course denied, and the Id celebration of 1892 passed off without a hitch. 
Last year the Musalmans renewed their application for cow-slaughter, and the 
Magistrate and the Commissioner, both new men, granted the application under 
the mistaken idea that their predecessors had ordered the construction of as 
many as 12 slaughter-houses within the town. Thereupon, the Musalmans 
publicly slaughtered cows in the town and openly carried the carcasses in such 
away as to cause discontent among the Hindus. ‘The latter, expecting no 
aid from the local authorities, closed their shops for ten days, but all to no purpose. 
Does the Pi now want that the Hindus should be continually oppressed and 
should receive no help from the authorities ? Why wound their feelings in this 
way? Are the rules which had so long regulated the slaughter of cows by 
Musalmans inapplicable now? Quarrels between Hindus and Musalmans are 


not at all good things, and a paper like the Piozeer should not have found fault 
with the Society’s memorial. 


40. Referring to the complaint lodged in the Alipore Police Court b 


: one Sital Chandra Biswas, to the effect that his 
| ~ case of cooly recruitment. niece, Who had gono to bathe at Jagannath ghat 
in Calcutta, was enticed away bya cooly recruiter, the Sanjivani, of the 26th May 
considers it a very serious matter that such athing should happen in Calcutta, and 

_ the authorities should remain as indifferent as ever. ‘I'he Viceroy should exert 


himself and put a stop to the present system of cooly recruitment which is a 
sigma upon British rule. 


41. Referring to the case in which a European lad is being tried by the 


i a Magistrate of Agra for the murder of a native lad, 
ny, ey european «the same paper says that even if European boys 
) in this country kill natives, they can scarcely - bo 
eld to commit murder, for the always hear their parents say that natives are 


. better than cats and dogs, and that it is no crime for a European to kill 
em, | 


SULABH DAINIK, 
May 25th, 1894. 
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SANJIVANI. 
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May 28th, 1x94. 
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42. Babu Matilal Basu, pleader of Nowgong in Assam, writes as follows 


A cooly case. 


in the same paper :— 
On the 14th May last, when the steamer 


arrived at Rangamati Ghat in Mangaldai, a woman was seen sitting at the chat 


and loudly crying. 


On being questioned, she stated that. her name was Mukta 


that she was the daughter of one Kali Sardar, Brahman by caste, and a resident 


of Fatehpur near Diamand Harbour, and that she, her daughter, and 
having come to Kalighat, fell into the hands of arkatis, and had bee 
as coolies to the Bhutia Chang tea estate. Their piteous cries showed: th 
had not been willing parties to the agreement. 


her sister 
N sent on 


at th 
The Subdivisional Officer ‘ 


Mangaldai has beén communicated with, and it is to be hoped that he will ful] 
investigate the matter, and let the women return home, if he finds that they 


did not execute the agreement willingly or knowingly. 


43. Thesame paper says that if Government wants to improve the moralit 


Violation of decency in jails and 
railway stations. 


of the Indian people, it should first of all make 
better privy arrangements in jails and railways 
At present, both in jails and railway statiens, people 


have to sit almost side by side, and in full view of each other when easing 
themselves, This state of things is not certainly conducive to decency, which is 


the first essential of morality. 


44. The Lindi Bangavasi of the 28th May says that a Musalman having 


A Hindu temple desecrated by 
a Musalman. 


been detected inside the temple of Krishna Bai at 
Mahabaleshwar, was charged by the Hindus of the 
place with having desecrated it by his entrance. 


The Magistrate who heard the case summarily dismissed it. A petition has been 
submitted to the Governor of Bombay, and it 1s hoped that His Excellency will 


do justice in the case. 
4). 


The Secretary of State on Mr. 
Panl’s Resolution, 


The Sulabh Dainik of the 29th May says :— 


Reuter’s telegram announcing that the Secre- 
tary of State has refused to give effect to Mr. Paul’ 


Civil Service Resolution, has blasted the hopes which were 1aised in the minds 


-of the Bengalis in this connection. 


The writer knew beforehand that the 


English would never be so self-sacrificing as to give effect to that resolution. 
And, considering that Mr. Fowler was surrounded by Anglo-Indian councillors. 


no other decision could have becn ‘expected from him. 


The Bengalis asked 


the English people to give them an opportunity of openly competing with 
them, but such is the narrowness of the English heart that they have, in sheer 
jealousy, refused to grant their prayer. 


46. 


The question of the Buddha 
Gaya Temple. 


The Dainik-o-Sumuchar Chandrika of the 29th 
follows :— 
Admitting that the temple at Buddha Gaya was 


May writes as 


in the possession of Buddhists 700 to 800 years ago, that is no reason why it 
should be handed over to them now. The temple of Jagannath, at Pun, 
once belonged to Buddhists, and even in the days of Chaitanya, the Buddhist 
Vikshus had great influence in the town of Puri; but this would not certainly 
justify the handing over of the temple to Buddhist management now. In the 
same way, the temple of Barga Bhima at Tamluk once belonged to Buddhists; 
but who shall say that it should therefore be made over to them now? Again, 
many Hindu temples were converted into musjids by Musalmans, and would 
those who think that the Buddha Gaya temple ought to be made over t 
Buddhists, have these temples also returned to Hindus? It is said that the 
Mahant in charge of the Buddha Gaya temple at first consented to receive 
within it the image of Buddha, which Mr. Dhammapal had brought from 
Japan, But considering the fact that many European Theosophists tried to 
have the temple restored to the Buddhists, and even Sir Edwin Arnold 
made an sttempt to enlist the sympathies of the officials in favour of the 
Buddhists, how can it be said with certainty that the consent of the Mahant 


was voluntarily given and was not a forced consent ? 


~ 


Mr. Dhammapal probably thinks that when the Mahant refused to take 
back the linage and prepared for resistance, the Collector should have interfer 
und placed the imave within the temple with the aid, if necessary, of British 
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soldiers. But every man, with the exception of Mr. Dhammapal and the 
bigoted editor of the Indian Mirror, sees that the cow-slaughter quarrels between 
Hindus and Musalmans and the Alum riots between the different Musalman 
sects are enough to occupy the hands of Government, and that it had better not 
manufacture fresh cause for quarrels. The editor of the Jndian Mirror says, with 
Mr. Dhammapal, that the refusal to take back the image of Buddha into the 
temple at Buddha Gaya has had the effect of displeasing the people of Japan, 
China and other Buddhist countries. But suppose the Catholics of Austria, 
Belgium, France, and other countries want to set up images of Jesus and Mary 
in a musjid in ‘Turkey and the Mullas object to the proposal, would the editor 
justify the demand of the Catholics and support it with an argument similar 
+o that which he has made use of in the present case ? 

The Jndian Mirror apparently thinks that Government ought to forcibly 
reinstate the image in the temple, forit says that Government ought not to 
incure the displeasure of powers like China and Japan, by not interfering in 
the matter. Itis said that images of Buddha were on one or two previous 
occasions installed in the Buddha Gaya temple. If so, the installations were 


acts of irregularity, and as such will not justify repetition, There are 


in India a number of Hindu temples which formerly belonged to Buddhists, 
and none of these temples can be given back to Buddhists. Government 
would only increase its own trouble by. allowing Buddhists to regain their 
influence in India. It ought todo nothing which is or may be calculated to 
endanger the public peace and increase the difficulties of the administration. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


mente Bengals Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 2nd June 1894. 
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